Guideline for Fourth Day Talk Given by Wife of Rector

(Rector introduces wife at end of his 4th Day Talk.)

[bookmark: _GoBack]I've come this afternoon to give you a few thoughts on how to share your Tres Dias weekend with others.  I'm especially speaking to those of you who are going home to wives who have not yet been on a weekend.  Please be sensitive!  Nothing has changed out there, especially at home.  She had a weekend too--at home with all of the day-to-day things that usually filled your weekends together--shopping, kids, and of course housework.  The biggest change for her is that the weekend was spent without you there to share the chores.  So just take time to find out how it went.  She is naturally going to have questions about your weekend.  Above all, just be open and honest and just answer her questions.  We like to think of Tres Dias as a big, beautifully wrapped present to be given to someone.  But it is far better to take off some of the wrappings than not be able to share the gift.

There are so many things you can share without giving away any of the special surprises.  Tell her about the talks, some of which were given by laymen and some by clergy, that there was music and singing, that you spent time in small groups talking and sharing, and, that there was lots of good food.  I'd leave out the bed stealing...that doesn't usually happen on women's weekends.  No one would like the thought of sleeping on the floor.  Just answer her questions...she isn't going to ask, "Did you get any Palanca?", or "How was the Agape?"  Acting mysterious only causes anxiety and may result in your wife refusing to go.

It really is nice to keep as much of the lovely wrappings of this weekend as possible, but it is better to share enough to make that person is comfortable about coming.  When she does make her weekend, be sure to support her experience by writing Palanca and coming to sing at the Sunday morning Mañanita.  All Palanca must be placed in palanca box.  Remember no personal gifts are allowed.  Also, you cannot serve meals on your wife's weekend as you may distract her.

Each weekend is especially shaped by God for those on it.  Each one of us comes away with our own special memories of something that really touched our hearts; and it may be different than the one that you experienced.  So, don't expect her to get the same thing from the weekend as you did.  Even on the fun side of the events--we women may never have our beds stolen--but then have any of you had the opportunity to see a Spiritual Director dressed up in heels and a wig acting out skits about the talks?

The high points may be different for us but what rings out loud and clear is how much God loves each of us just as we are.
